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(Greater Victoria Green Team/Portage Park)

Volunteer green team joins
forces to restore local
habitats
Partnerships with schools educate and facilitate
remediations
MATTEUS O'CONNOR / Mar. 20, 2019 4:30 p.m. / COMMUNITY

The Greater
Victoria Green
Team is a regional-
wide
environmental
volunteer program
which organizes
meet-ups aimed at
cleaning up the

Capital Regional District.

Read more: Green Team program encourages students to be
stewards of environment

Last Thursday, March 15th and Friday, March 16th, the GV
Green Team participated in hands-on educational activities
in Portage Park with View Royal Elementary students. Green
Team volunteers and View Royal students planted Big-leaf
Maple Trees, Indian-plum shrubs, and Ocean Spray. The
projected was funded by the Town of View Royal, Canada
Post Foundation, and View Royal students-parents.

Read more: Greater Victoria Green Team a cleanup machine

On Sunday, March 17th, the Greater Victoria Green Team
gathered at Mystic Vale Woods at the University of Victoria in

Volunteer green team joins forces to restore local habitats – Vict... https://www.vicnews.com/community/volunteer-green-team-joi...
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The Greater Victoria Green Team cleans 
Willows Beach with Oak and Orca School.

The group of 21 students and teachers from 
Oak and Orca Bioregional School as well as 
5 community members picked up 30 pounds 
of garbage on May 9.

“They spent 3 hours exploring all of  the 
nooks and crannies of the beach searching 
for litter of all sizes,” said Amanda Evans, 
program manager for Greater Victoria Green 
Team. “Most of the garbage we found includ-
ed cigarette butts, small pieces of styrofoam, 
straws, plastic bits, and weird things like a 
knife, a few pairs of socks, plus a few items 
we actually turned into the lost and found - a 
new pair of shoes and nice sunglasses!”

The group utilized the Great Canadian 
Shoreline Cleanup resources to keep track of 
what they picked up. This data will be entered 
into the national database on the website that 
keeps track of beach cleanup information.

The Greater Victoria Green Team has been 
busy at work throughout Oak Bay since Au-
gust 2014 and has engaged 473 volunteers 

including 116 youth volunteers, and accu-
mulated a total of 1133 volunteer hours in 
the community.

They’ve organized 27 stewardship activities 
in eight Oak Bay sites – Anderson Hill Park, 
Brighton Walkway, Bowker Creek Monteith 
Street, Bowker Creek Oak Bay Highschool, 
Cattle Point/Uplands Park, Harling Point, 

Willows Beach and Gonzales – revitalizing 
3,330 square meters of habitat, removing 157 
cubic meters of invasive plants and picking 
up 167 pounds of garbage from the beaches.

The Program Manager, Amanda Evans, 
believes that fostering a connection between 
people and nature is vital to the health and 
well-being of our planet.

Oak Bay News Wednesday, May 16, 2018  A3www.oakbaynews.com

Police officers poured and pulled several 
pints this weekend on local beaches.

As Saturday dawned warm and sunny, 
Oak Bay Police Department did what offi-
cers across the region do as summer weath-
er hits, patrol local beaches.

“Willows Beach attracts people from all 

over and, as locals know, it can get very 
busy in the summer,” said Deputy Chief 
Ray Bernoties. “We conduct foot patrols on 
a regular basis to ensure it remains safe for 
everyone.”

On May 12, officers spotted several 
groups of people with open liquor which 
meant seizures. The fine is $230 and the loss 
of your liquor.

While officers remind beach-goers to leave 

the liquor at home, taking their time to get 
there is also a concern.

“We’d also ask drivers to use extra caution 
as there are many cyclists and pedestrians 
including children in the area,” Bernoties 
said. “Speeding to the beach to relax and 
then speeding away afterward doesn’t make 
sense.”

editor@oakbaynews.com

Pellets penetrate 
window

A homeowner dis-
covered three small 
holes on his second 
floor window on May 
8. Police say the dam-
age done to the home 
in the 200 block of 
Beach Drive appears 
to be from a pellet 
gun. Neighbourhood 
inquiries turned up 
nothing and the file 
remains under investi-
gation.

Licence plate 
stolen

On May 10, the 
police received a 
report of a stolen 
licence plate and the 
attached decal from 
a utility trailer in the 
2000 block of Milton 
Street. The licence 
plate and decal were 
added as stolen to the 
police database.

Graffiti mars 
church face

Police are investigat-
ing a graffiti incident 
after white spray paint 
was discovered May 
11. The vandal hit an 
exterior wall and pillar 
of the church in the 
1300 block of Mitchell 
Street.

Foreign custody 
concerns

Oak Bay Police were 
requested to assist 
with a family custo-
dy issue on Sunday 
(May 13). During the 
investigation, it was 
determined a Family 
Court Order existed 
from a foreign coun-
try. Police would like 
to remind the public 
that an order from for-
eign countries are not 
valid within Canada 
and to attend courts in 
the proper Canadian 
jurisdiction to apply 
for a new order upon 
their arrival.

POLICE NEWS
IN BRIEF

Christine van Reeuwyk
Oak Bay News

Beach weather leads to multiple liquor finds

Despite an onslaught of rain, 
students cycled in trains to École 
Willows Elementary this morning.

“We enjoy taking part in the 
bike rodeo each year,” said Dep-
uty Chief Ray Bernoties, Oak Bay 
Police Department. “It’s a fun way 
for kids to develop their cycling 
confidence and see that they can 
bike to school safely.”

The May 10 bike trains are part 
of  Bike to School Week activi-
ties. Trains left Monterey Mid-
dle School and Allenby Park this 
morning with students cycling in 
to Willlows in time for the 8:42 
a.m. bell.

“Oak Bay is a fantastic com-
munity for biking so it’s hoped 
that initiatives such as this will 

help encourage safe riding prac-
tices,” Bernoties said. “99 per 
cent of  drivers we encountered 
while doing the bike train were 

very pleasant and patient. I have 
nothing appropriate to offer about 
the other one per cent.”

Bernoties and Coun. Michelle 

Kirby served as engineers for the 
trains.

“It was really fun and amazingly 
lots of  kids showed up,” Kirby 
said, noting the rain lightened up 
for the actual riding this morning.

About 100 kids showed up for 
the two group rides that exist in 
part, she said, to reassure parents 
it’s safe for kids to get to school 
by bicycle. This morning they did 
just that to the sounds of laughter 
and bells ringing.

“I want more kids to embrace 
the idea of active school travel 
because we know the benefits for 
them physically, emotionally and 
even intellectually, they can think 
better when they get to school,” 
she said. ‘“It was really fun and 
it made my day. It’s just a nice 
feeling to be riding together.”

A bike train makes its way to Willows school Thursday. (Michelle Kirby photo)

Christine van Reeuwyk
Oak Bay News

Green Team tackles trash alongside youth

Willows school students two-wheel it to class

Keri Coles
Oak Bay News

A group of 21 students and teachers from Oak and Orca Bioregional School as well as five community members 
picked up 30 pounds of garbage. (Photo courtesy Amanda Evans)
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Don Descoteau/News Gazette staff

Amanda Evans, program manager for the fledgling Greater Victoria Green Team, pulls a bit of English ivy in View 
Royal’s Portage Park. The team is recruiting volunteers to participate in a tree and shrub planting event in the park 
Sept. 14, building on previous invasive species work done in the park by volunteers.

Portage Park to receive more TLC
View Royal space 
getting help from 
fledgling Green Team
Don Descoteau
News Gazette staff

Walking down the stairs behind View 
Royal’s town hall, one gets a sense of 
entering a wooded wonderland.

Portage Park, perched at the south 
end of the municipality on the edge of 
Esquimalt Harbour – Thetis Cove to be 
exact – is a wild, seven-hectare gem fea-
turing numerous plant and tree species, 
not to mention industrious spiders.

Amanda Evans is mindful of a couple 
of webs as she sidles up to a Douglas fir 

covered with English ivy for a photo. The 
program manager for the Greater Victo-
ria Green Team is doing a little promo 
for the third community environmental 
event facilitated by her fledgling group: 
a native tree and shrub planting set for 
this Sunday (Sept. 14).

Evans is very familiar with this beauti-
ful urban park. Before taking the job with 
the Green Team, she was a member of 
the Portage Park volunteer group that 
has worked hard the past two years to 
rid the area of invasive species through 
ivy pulls and other clearing activities.

“It needs a little bit of love and atten-
tion,” she says of the park. “Over 80 per 
cent of the park is covered in ivy.”

The team’s mandate is to collabo-
rate with various environmental proj-

ect co-ordinators in the Capital Region 
and help round up volunteers, through 
things like Meetup postings on social 
media, from the hundreds of people will-
ing to get down and dirty to help native 
plant species.

Formed this year as an expansion of 
the hugely successful Green Team in 
Greater Vancouver, the Greater Victoria 
team aims to not only broaden the vol-
unteer corps for all local stewardship 
groups, but raise awareness of area 
parks and help municipalities battle 
invasive species.

“There’s so many parks here I haven’t 
even been to,” Evans says.

PlEASE SEE: 
Native planting day, Page A8

And the ever-popular truck 
and tractor pulls back
Angela Cowan
News Gazette staff

The 104th edition of the Luxton Fall Fair kicks 
off Friday (Sept. 12), with plenty of activities and 
offerings to keep visitors busy.

This year’s fair features two entertainment 
stages, with popular Victoria bands Sombrio and 
The Tumblin’ Dice among the bands performing 
Saturday and Sunday.

“They’re kind of dubbing it the Luxton music 
fest,” says Marni Jacobs, advertising and promo-
tions co-ordinator for the fair.

Back by popular demand is the truck and trac-
tor pull, pitting horsepower against horsepower 

in a fierce competition 
on Saturday and Sun-
day in the rodeo arena. 
Admission is $15 per 
day, or $20 for both. 
Kids 12 and under are 
free. Also revving their 
engines are the dirt 
bike enthusiasts from 
Westshore Motocross, 
who are bringing a 
learn-to-ride program 
for the littlest bikers 
with 50cc bikes with 
training wheels.

West Coast Amusements Midway will have all 
their stomach-dropping rides open all weekend 
long. Wristbands cost between $33 and $38 for 
unlimited rides, or books of tickets are available.

Arts in the Barn showcases mediums for all ages 
and the horticulture and agriculture exhibitions 
pay homage to the art of farming and growing.

“It’s fun for all ages and there’s something for 
everyone,” Jacobs says.

For more information, visit luxtonfair.ca.
acowan@goldstreamgazette.com

All’s Fair in fall
n The Luxton Fall 
Fair gets underway 
Friday at 3 p.m. and 
Saturday and Sunday 
at 1 p.m. at the 
Luxton Fairgrounds, 
off Happy Valley 
Road, just south 
of the Sooke Road 
traffic light.
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Goldstream News Gazette readers will 
notice a new section in today’s paper.

Real Estate Victoria has been the mar-
ket leader since 1977, featuring every-
thing about the industry for the Capital 
Regional District: home listings, week-
end Open Houses and useful information 
about purchasing or listing a home for 
sale.

Licensed real estate professionals 
based in your community are featured in 
REV, relaying expert industry knowledge 
on which home sellers and buyers can 
rely. If you find a home featured in REV 
that you’d like to learn more about, just 
contact the real estate professional fea-
tured in the advertisement. To advertise 
a property for sale in REV, please contact 
your local licensed Realtor.

Readers will also enjoy a weekly col-
umn by designer Amy McGeachy, host of 
CHEK TV’s “Trend” program. And there’s 
a chance to win a $10,000 prize package 
courtesy of Dodd’s Furniture and Atlas 
Audio Video.

Traditionally, Real Estate Victoria has 
been available at convenient pick-up 
locations around the region such as real 
estate offices, financial institutions and, 
of course, the Victoria Real Estate Board 
office. It will continue to be offered at 
those favourite locations, plus readers 
can now look for REV every Friday in 
your home-delivered Gazette community 
newspaper.

If you have questions about the new 
publication, contact Real Estate Victoria 
at 250-382-9171 or visit revweekly.com.

editor@goldstreamgazette.com

Revving up
the real estate
marketplace

Students and others 
help to repopulate 
desecrated land 

Arnold Lim
News Gazette staff

Brianne Sleivert’s polka-dotted 
gumboots are firmly entrenched in a 
muddy field off Cecil Blogg Drive in 
Colwood. Next to her, Belmont secondary 
classmate Emmah Langer, wearing pink-

trimmed flower boots, scoops loose dirt 
away with her hands as Sleivert shovels 
out a hole. The two are planting one of 500 
trees to be added at Colwood Creek Park 
as part of the city’s Trees for Tomorrow 
program.

“We like to get involved in community 
and do what we can,” said Sleivert, 17. 
“It’s good because it helps our community 
right by our school.”

Dozens of Belmont students are lined 
up around them in adjacent dirt patches, 
where park staff have prepped the area 
for them to dig, drag, stomp and plant 

hundreds of Douglas fir, cedar, black 
cottonwood and alder trees at the park.

The project, designed to help improve 
the creek habitat and enhance the park, 
is funded in part by a $20,000 provincial 
grant and money from the City of 
Colwood. On the ground it’s receiving help 
from the Victoria Green Team and local 
youth and community volunteers.

Colwood Coun. Cynthia Day said the 
project has been a long time coming.

PlEASE SEE: 
Tree planters, Page A6

Planting trees for tomorrow’s generations

Belmont 
secondary Grade 

12 students 
Emmah Langer, 
left and Brianne 

Sleivert dig a 
hole to plant 

trees at Colwood 
Creek Park as 

part of the Trees 
for Tomorrow 

program funded 
by the province 
and the City of 

Colwood. 
Arnold Lim/News staff
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Sands gathering 
messages for 
slain Ottawa 
reservist’s family
Angela Cowan
News Gazette staff

In the wake of the tragic shoot-
ing in Ottawa that shook the 
sense of security that all Cana-
dians take for granted, Sands 
Funeral Chapel is encouraging 
the community to come in and 
sign their book of condolences 
for Cpl. Nathan Cirillo’s family. 

“This small gesture will have 
a ripple effect in our small com-
munities,” said Julie Evans, man-
ager of the Colwood Sands loca-
tion.

“Each of us is impacted by the 
death of this soldier.”

The tragedy has brought an 
outpouring of local support and 
sympathy for Cirillo’s family in 
Nova Scotia, the depth of which 
is not diluted despite the vast 
expanse of land between the 
two coasts.  A Canadian was 
killed, and so Canadians mourn.

The book, with its pages 
already filling up with messages 
of gratitude and sympathy, was 
made available to the public 
at Langford and Colwood city 
halls earlier this week. From 
today (Oct. 31) until Nov. 10, the 
book will be available at Sands 
Funeral Chapel, 317 Goldstream 
Ave., Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

Sands has also put together a 
travelling book of condolences 
and will be taking it around the 
West Shore to people who may 
not have the mobility to come 

in and sign. 
Remembrance Day on Nov. 11 

will find the book at the Langford 
Legion, 761 Station Ave., and 
afterwards it will be mailed to 
Cirillo’s family, sending a small 
sliver of the support and sorrow 
the entire country is pouring out 
to them.

“As the world around us 

changes, we see more than 
ever the importance of taking 
a moment and paying tribute 
to those who have served, and 
those who continue to serve 
to protect our rights and free-
doms,” Evans said. “(This) gives 
us an opportunity to unite as 
one with our grief.” 
acowan@goldstreamgazette.com
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“It took 25 years of planning 
to get new trees here,” she 
said. “But it is one of the 
most important assets in our 
municipality, our green spaces. I 
am (also) so happy to see youth 
involved in our community, and 
see a positive way to showcase 
all they contribute.”

Day said the new trees are 

welcomed in an area where 
development once cleared an 
evergreen old growth forest for 
a new golf course. When those 
plans fell through, the top soil 
was scraped up and sold off to 
pay off debt.

Langer hopes the students’ 
efforts can help move the park 
a step closer to what it once 
was. “If I revisit this park in the 
future, I will know I had a part 

in rebuilding this – I can revisit 
this with my children in 20 
years and know this was our 
doing,” she said.

“We wanted to help 
re-establish the environment 
our community lives in. It’s 
improving the environment 
for our school (and) our 
neighbourhood. We planted 500 
trees today and this is great.”
alim@goldstreamgazette.com

Continued from Page A1

Tree planters improve environment

Condolence book available to sign

Angela Cowan/News Gazette staff

Julie Evans, manager of Sands Funeral Chapel, signs a 
memorial book for slain Reservist Cpl. Nathan Cirillo’s family. 
The public are welcome to drop in and sign their condolences 
from now until Nov. 10 at Sands.
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Goldstream News Gazette readers will 
notice a new section in today’s paper.

Real Estate Victoria has been the mar-
ket leader since 1977, featuring every-
thing about the industry for the Capital 
Regional District: home listings, week-
end Open Houses and useful information 
about purchasing or listing a home for 
sale.

Licensed real estate professionals 
based in your community are featured in 
REV, relaying expert industry knowledge 
on which home sellers and buyers can 
rely. If you find a home featured in REV 
that you’d like to learn more about, just 
contact the real estate professional fea-
tured in the advertisement. To advertise 
a property for sale in REV, please contact 
your local licensed Realtor.

Readers will also enjoy a weekly col-
umn by designer Amy McGeachy, host of 
CHEK TV’s “Trend” program. And there’s 
a chance to win a $10,000 prize package 
courtesy of Dodd’s Furniture and Atlas 
Audio Video.

Traditionally, Real Estate Victoria has 
been available at convenient pick-up 
locations around the region such as real 
estate offices, financial institutions and, 
of course, the Victoria Real Estate Board 
office. It will continue to be offered at 
those favourite locations, plus readers 
can now look for REV every Friday in 
your home-delivered Gazette community 
newspaper.

If you have questions about the new 
publication, contact Real Estate Victoria 
at 250-382-9171 or visit revweekly.com.

editor@goldstreamgazette.com

Revving up
the real estate
marketplace

Students and others 
help to repopulate 
desecrated land 

Arnold Lim
News Gazette staff

Brianne Sleivert’s polka-dotted 
gumboots are firmly entrenched in a 
muddy field off Cecil Blogg Drive in 
Colwood. Next to her, Belmont secondary 
classmate Emmah Langer, wearing pink-

trimmed flower boots, scoops loose dirt 
away with her hands as Sleivert shovels 
out a hole. The two are planting one of 500 
trees to be added at Colwood Creek Park 
as part of the city’s Trees for Tomorrow 
program.

“We like to get involved in community 
and do what we can,” said Sleivert, 17. 
“It’s good because it helps our community 
right by our school.”

Dozens of Belmont students are lined 
up around them in adjacent dirt patches, 
where park staff have prepped the area 
for them to dig, drag, stomp and plant 

hundreds of Douglas fir, cedar, black 
cottonwood and alder trees at the park.

The project, designed to help improve 
the creek habitat and enhance the park, 
is funded in part by a $20,000 provincial 
grant and money from the City of 
Colwood. On the ground it’s receiving help 
from the Victoria Green Team and local 
youth and community volunteers.

Colwood Coun. Cynthia Day said the 
project has been a long time coming.

PlEASE SEE: 
Tree planters, Page A6

Planting trees for tomorrow’s generations

Belmont 
secondary Grade 

12 students 
Emmah Langer, 
left and Brianne 

Sleivert dig a 
hole to plant 

trees at Colwood 
Creek Park as 

part of the Trees 
for Tomorrow 

program funded 
by the province 
and the City of 

Colwood. 
Arnold Lim/News staff

The Greater Victoria Green Team initiated & led the event highlighted in the below article. To read more :
 http://www.meetup.com/Greater-Victoria-Green-Team/pages/Colwood_Creek_Park_Trees_for_Tomorrow_Oct_29_2014/ 
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This program is funded through Environmental Handling Fees that are applicable to new electronic products sold in the province.

Committing to our planet’s future means properly recycling our electronics of the 
past. That’s why the EPRA, an industry-led not-for-profi t organization, works to keep 
100,000 metric tonnes of end-of-life electronics out of landfi lls each year through 
convenient and regulated e-recycling programs. Technology advances fast, but 
we only get one earth.

Learn more and fi nd out what you can recycle and where, at:
recycleMYelectronics.ca/bc

For collection site locations, visit:
return-it.ca/electronics/locations

BC’s 
Anti-Gang 

Police 
2014 Community Report:  

Prevention 

and Public Engagement

COMBINED FORCES SPECIAL ENFORCEMENT UNIT - BRITISH COLUMBIA

Preventing gang 
activity in BC 

COMBINED FORCES 
SPECIAL ENFORCEMENT UNIT

- BRITISH COLUMBIA

Read more by downloading 
your copy of the CFSEU-BC 

Community Report at 
www.cfseu.bc.ca and on your 

Black Press website at:
bc-anti-gang.com

▾ MYTH: Once kids join a gang there’s 
no hope for them: Reality: With quick family, 

school, and police intervention, a youth can leave the 

gang without any serious consequences. 

The key is a coordinated and collaborative 

intervention as soon as some of the warning 

signs appear. Better yet, everyone needs to 

work together to prevent youth and young 

adults from joining gangs.

CultureDays.ca

Free arts and culture activities in a community near you!

 
celebrating 

5 years and over 
5.5 million people’s 

love affair 
with culture

Enter the Black Press 
Culture Shapes Our Community
Photo Contest to win prizes.
http://bit.ly/culturedays2014

September 26, 27 & 28, 2014

Making the Arts
More Accessible®
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“(The Portage Park event is) a 
way for people to not only find 
out about this beautiful park, 
but do something important for 
the environment.”

Sunday’s family friendly event 
is a joint initiative between the 
Town of View Royal, the Portage 

Park Eco-Pathfinders and the 
Ancient Forest Alliance. It runs 
from 9:45 a.m. to 2 p.m. Park-
ing is available around the town 
hall, 45 View Royal Ave., and 
volunteers are asked to register 
there before entering the park.

Volunteers are asked to bring 
a refillable water bottle and wear 
a long-sleeved shirt and long 

pants that you don’t mind if they 
get dirty, and closed-toed shoes 
to protect yourself from thorns 
and ticks. The Green Team will 
provide tools, and gloves if you 
don’t bring your own.   

For more information, go 
online to bit.ly/1rYpmNa or call 
Evans at 778-677-9078.
editor@goldstreamgazette.com

Continued from Page A1

Native planting day follows ivy pulls

Don Descoteau/News Gazette staff

Amanda Evans with the Greater Victoria Green Team, inspects a massive English ivy growth 
around a Douglas fir tree in View Royal’s Portage Park.There’s more on line - goldstreamgazette.com
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Amanda Evans, program manager for the fledgling Greater Victoria Green Team, pulls a bit of English ivy in View 
Royal’s Portage Park. The team is recruiting volunteers to participate in a tree and shrub planting event in the park 
Sept. 14, building on previous invasive species work done in the park by volunteers.

Portage Park to receive more TLC
View Royal space 
getting help from 
fledgling Green Team
Don Descoteau
News Gazette staff

Walking down the stairs behind View 
Royal’s town hall, one gets a sense of 
entering a wooded wonderland.

Portage Park, perched at the south 
end of the municipality on the edge of 
Esquimalt Harbour – Thetis Cove to be 
exact – is a wild, seven-hectare gem fea-
turing numerous plant and tree species, 
not to mention industrious spiders.

Amanda Evans is mindful of a couple 
of webs as she sidles up to a Douglas fir 

covered with English ivy for a photo. The 
program manager for the Greater Victo-
ria Green Team is doing a little promo 
for the third community environmental 
event facilitated by her fledgling group: 
a native tree and shrub planting set for 
this Sunday (Sept. 14).

Evans is very familiar with this beauti-
ful urban park. Before taking the job with 
the Green Team, she was a member of 
the Portage Park volunteer group that 
has worked hard the past two years to 
rid the area of invasive species through 
ivy pulls and other clearing activities.

“It needs a little bit of love and atten-
tion,” she says of the park. “Over 80 per 
cent of the park is covered in ivy.”

The team’s mandate is to collabo-
rate with various environmental proj-

ect co-ordinators in the Capital Region 
and help round up volunteers, through 
things like Meetup postings on social 
media, from the hundreds of people will-
ing to get down and dirty to help native 
plant species.

Formed this year as an expansion of 
the hugely successful Green Team in 
Greater Vancouver, the Greater Victoria 
team aims to not only broaden the vol-
unteer corps for all local stewardship 
groups, but raise awareness of area 
parks and help municipalities battle 
invasive species.

“There’s so many parks here I haven’t 
even been to,” Evans says.

PlEASE SEE: 
Native planting day, Page A8

And the ever-popular truck 
and tractor pulls back
Angela Cowan
News Gazette staff

The 104th edition of the Luxton Fall Fair kicks 
off Friday (Sept. 12), with plenty of activities and 
offerings to keep visitors busy.

This year’s fair features two entertainment 
stages, with popular Victoria bands Sombrio and 
The Tumblin’ Dice among the bands performing 
Saturday and Sunday.

“They’re kind of dubbing it the Luxton music 
fest,” says Marni Jacobs, advertising and promo-
tions co-ordinator for the fair.

Back by popular demand is the truck and trac-
tor pull, pitting horsepower against horsepower 

in a fierce competition 
on Saturday and Sun-
day in the rodeo arena. 
Admission is $15 per 
day, or $20 for both. 
Kids 12 and under are 
free. Also revving their 
engines are the dirt 
bike enthusiasts from 
Westshore Motocross, 
who are bringing a 
learn-to-ride program 
for the littlest bikers 
with 50cc bikes with 
training wheels.

West Coast Amusements Midway will have all 
their stomach-dropping rides open all weekend 
long. Wristbands cost between $33 and $38 for 
unlimited rides, or books of tickets are available.

Arts in the Barn showcases mediums for all ages 
and the horticulture and agriculture exhibitions 
pay homage to the art of farming and growing.

“It’s fun for all ages and there’s something for 
everyone,” Jacobs says.

For more information, visit luxtonfair.ca.
acowan@goldstreamgazette.com

All’s Fair in fall
n The Luxton Fall 
Fair gets underway 
Friday at 3 p.m. and 
Saturday and Sunday 
at 1 p.m. at the 
Luxton Fairgrounds, 
off Happy Valley 
Road, just south 
of the Sooke Road 
traffic light.

Living Healthier, Longer with Omega-3

www.biosupply.com

Fish oil from deep cold waters is naturally
rich in the important Omega-3 Fatty Acids,
EPA and DHA, which have been studied for
a lengthy list of health benefi ts. Omega-First
Capsules have been tested for potency, safety
and freshness by the IFOS (International
Fish Oil Standards) organization and have
been rated at the maximum fi ve star level
(“exceptional product batch”). To view
our fi ve star review, visit the IFOS website
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Goldstream News Gazette readers will 
notice a new section in today’s paper.

Real Estate Victoria has been the mar-
ket leader since 1977, featuring every-
thing about the industry for the Capital 
Regional District: home listings, week-
end Open Houses and useful information 
about purchasing or listing a home for 
sale.

Licensed real estate professionals 
based in your community are featured in 
REV, relaying expert industry knowledge 
on which home sellers and buyers can 
rely. If you find a home featured in REV 
that you’d like to learn more about, just 
contact the real estate professional fea-
tured in the advertisement. To advertise 
a property for sale in REV, please contact 
your local licensed Realtor.

Readers will also enjoy a weekly col-
umn by designer Amy McGeachy, host of 
CHEK TV’s “Trend” program. And there’s 
a chance to win a $10,000 prize package 
courtesy of Dodd’s Furniture and Atlas 
Audio Video.

Traditionally, Real Estate Victoria has 
been available at convenient pick-up 
locations around the region such as real 
estate offices, financial institutions and, 
of course, the Victoria Real Estate Board 
office. It will continue to be offered at 
those favourite locations, plus readers 
can now look for REV every Friday in 
your home-delivered Gazette community 
newspaper.

If you have questions about the new 
publication, contact Real Estate Victoria 
at 250-382-9171 or visit revweekly.com.

editor@goldstreamgazette.com

Revving up
the real estate
marketplace

Students and others 
help to repopulate 
desecrated land 

Arnold Lim
News Gazette staff

Brianne Sleivert’s polka-dotted 
gumboots are firmly entrenched in a 
muddy field off Cecil Blogg Drive in 
Colwood. Next to her, Belmont secondary 
classmate Emmah Langer, wearing pink-

trimmed flower boots, scoops loose dirt 
away with her hands as Sleivert shovels 
out a hole. The two are planting one of 500 
trees to be added at Colwood Creek Park 
as part of the city’s Trees for Tomorrow 
program.

“We like to get involved in community 
and do what we can,” said Sleivert, 17. 
“It’s good because it helps our community 
right by our school.”

Dozens of Belmont students are lined 
up around them in adjacent dirt patches, 
where park staff have prepped the area 
for them to dig, drag, stomp and plant 

hundreds of Douglas fir, cedar, black 
cottonwood and alder trees at the park.

The project, designed to help improve 
the creek habitat and enhance the park, 
is funded in part by a $20,000 provincial 
grant and money from the City of 
Colwood. On the ground it’s receiving help 
from the Victoria Green Team and local 
youth and community volunteers.

Colwood Coun. Cynthia Day said the 
project has been a long time coming.

PlEASE SEE: 
Tree planters, Page A6

Planting trees for tomorrow’s generations

Belmont 
secondary Grade 

12 students 
Emmah Langer, 
left and Brianne 

Sleivert dig a 
hole to plant 

trees at Colwood 
Creek Park as 

part of the Trees 
for Tomorrow 

program funded 
by the province 
and the City of 

Colwood. 
Arnold Lim/News staff
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Sands gathering 
messages for 
slain Ottawa 
reservist’s family
Angela Cowan
News Gazette staff

In the wake of the tragic shoot-
ing in Ottawa that shook the 
sense of security that all Cana-
dians take for granted, Sands 
Funeral Chapel is encouraging 
the community to come in and 
sign their book of condolences 
for Cpl. Nathan Cirillo’s family. 

“This small gesture will have 
a ripple effect in our small com-
munities,” said Julie Evans, man-
ager of the Colwood Sands loca-
tion.

“Each of us is impacted by the 
death of this soldier.”

The tragedy has brought an 
outpouring of local support and 
sympathy for Cirillo’s family in 
Nova Scotia, the depth of which 
is not diluted despite the vast 
expanse of land between the 
two coasts.  A Canadian was 
killed, and so Canadians mourn.

The book, with its pages 
already filling up with messages 
of gratitude and sympathy, was 
made available to the public 
at Langford and Colwood city 
halls earlier this week. From 
today (Oct. 31) until Nov. 10, the 
book will be available at Sands 
Funeral Chapel, 317 Goldstream 
Ave., Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

Sands has also put together a 
travelling book of condolences 
and will be taking it around the 
West Shore to people who may 
not have the mobility to come 

in and sign. 
Remembrance Day on Nov. 11 

will find the book at the Langford 
Legion, 761 Station Ave., and 
afterwards it will be mailed to 
Cirillo’s family, sending a small 
sliver of the support and sorrow 
the entire country is pouring out 
to them.

“As the world around us 

changes, we see more than 
ever the importance of taking 
a moment and paying tribute 
to those who have served, and 
those who continue to serve 
to protect our rights and free-
doms,” Evans said. “(This) gives 
us an opportunity to unite as 
one with our grief.” 
acowan@goldstreamgazette.com
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“It took 25 years of planning 
to get new trees here,” she 
said. “But it is one of the 
most important assets in our 
municipality, our green spaces. I 
am (also) so happy to see youth 
involved in our community, and 
see a positive way to showcase 
all they contribute.”

Day said the new trees are 

welcomed in an area where 
development once cleared an 
evergreen old growth forest for 
a new golf course. When those 
plans fell through, the top soil 
was scraped up and sold off to 
pay off debt.

Langer hopes the students’ 
efforts can help move the park 
a step closer to what it once 
was. “If I revisit this park in the 
future, I will know I had a part 

in rebuilding this – I can revisit 
this with my children in 20 
years and know this was our 
doing,” she said.

“We wanted to help 
re-establish the environment 
our community lives in. It’s 
improving the environment 
for our school (and) our 
neighbourhood. We planted 500 
trees today and this is great.”
alim@goldstreamgazette.com

Continued from Page A1

Tree planters improve environment

Condolence book available to sign

Angela Cowan/News Gazette staff

Julie Evans, manager of Sands Funeral Chapel, signs a 
memorial book for slain Reservist Cpl. Nathan Cirillo’s family. 
The public are welcome to drop in and sign their condolences 
from now until Nov. 10 at Sands.
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Goldstream News Gazette readers will 
notice a new section in today’s paper.

Real Estate Victoria has been the mar-
ket leader since 1977, featuring every-
thing about the industry for the Capital 
Regional District: home listings, week-
end Open Houses and useful information 
about purchasing or listing a home for 
sale.

Licensed real estate professionals 
based in your community are featured in 
REV, relaying expert industry knowledge 
on which home sellers and buyers can 
rely. If you find a home featured in REV 
that you’d like to learn more about, just 
contact the real estate professional fea-
tured in the advertisement. To advertise 
a property for sale in REV, please contact 
your local licensed Realtor.

Readers will also enjoy a weekly col-
umn by designer Amy McGeachy, host of 
CHEK TV’s “Trend” program. And there’s 
a chance to win a $10,000 prize package 
courtesy of Dodd’s Furniture and Atlas 
Audio Video.

Traditionally, Real Estate Victoria has 
been available at convenient pick-up 
locations around the region such as real 
estate offices, financial institutions and, 
of course, the Victoria Real Estate Board 
office. It will continue to be offered at 
those favourite locations, plus readers 
can now look for REV every Friday in 
your home-delivered Gazette community 
newspaper.

If you have questions about the new 
publication, contact Real Estate Victoria 
at 250-382-9171 or visit revweekly.com.

editor@goldstreamgazette.com

Revving up
the real estate
marketplace

Students and others 
help to repopulate 
desecrated land 

Arnold Lim
News Gazette staff

Brianne Sleivert’s polka-dotted 
gumboots are firmly entrenched in a 
muddy field off Cecil Blogg Drive in 
Colwood. Next to her, Belmont secondary 
classmate Emmah Langer, wearing pink-

trimmed flower boots, scoops loose dirt 
away with her hands as Sleivert shovels 
out a hole. The two are planting one of 500 
trees to be added at Colwood Creek Park 
as part of the city’s Trees for Tomorrow 
program.

“We like to get involved in community 
and do what we can,” said Sleivert, 17. 
“It’s good because it helps our community 
right by our school.”

Dozens of Belmont students are lined 
up around them in adjacent dirt patches, 
where park staff have prepped the area 
for them to dig, drag, stomp and plant 

hundreds of Douglas fir, cedar, black 
cottonwood and alder trees at the park.

The project, designed to help improve 
the creek habitat and enhance the park, 
is funded in part by a $20,000 provincial 
grant and money from the City of 
Colwood. On the ground it’s receiving help 
from the Victoria Green Team and local 
youth and community volunteers.

Colwood Coun. Cynthia Day said the 
project has been a long time coming.

PlEASE SEE: 
Tree planters, Page A6

Planting trees for tomorrow’s generations

Belmont 
secondary Grade 

12 students 
Emmah Langer, 
left and Brianne 

Sleivert dig a 
hole to plant 

trees at Colwood 
Creek Park as 

part of the Trees 
for Tomorrow 

program funded 
by the province 
and the City of 

Colwood. 
Arnold Lim/News staff

The Greater Victoria Green Team initiated & led the event highlighted in the below article. To read more :
 http://www.meetup.com/Greater-Victoria-Green-Team/pages/Colwood_Creek_Park_Trees_for_Tomorrow_Oct_29_2014/ 
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This program is funded through Environmental Handling Fees that are applicable to new electronic products sold in the province.

Committing to our planet’s future means properly recycling our electronics of the 
past. That’s why the EPRA, an industry-led not-for-profi t organization, works to keep 
100,000 metric tonnes of end-of-life electronics out of landfi lls each year through 
convenient and regulated e-recycling programs. Technology advances fast, but 
we only get one earth.

Learn more and fi nd out what you can recycle and where, at:
recycleMYelectronics.ca/bc

For collection site locations, visit:
return-it.ca/electronics/locations

BC’s 
Anti-Gang 

Police 
2014 Community Report:  

Prevention 

and Public Engagement

COMBINED FORCES SPECIAL ENFORCEMENT UNIT - BRITISH COLUMBIA

Preventing gang 
activity in BC 

COMBINED FORCES 
SPECIAL ENFORCEMENT UNIT

- BRITISH COLUMBIA

Read more by downloading 
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Black Press website at:
bc-anti-gang.com

▾ MYTH: Once kids join a gang there’s 
no hope for them: Reality: With quick family, 

school, and police intervention, a youth can leave the 

gang without any serious consequences. 

The key is a coordinated and collaborative 

intervention as soon as some of the warning 

signs appear. Better yet, everyone needs to 

work together to prevent youth and young 
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CultureDays.ca

Free arts and culture activities in a community near you!

 
celebrating 

5 years and over 
5.5 million people’s 

love affair 
with culture

Enter the Black Press 
Culture Shapes Our Community
Photo Contest to win prizes.
http://bit.ly/culturedays2014
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Making the Arts
More Accessible®
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“(The Portage Park event is) a 
way for people to not only find 
out about this beautiful park, 
but do something important for 
the environment.”

Sunday’s family friendly event 
is a joint initiative between the 
Town of View Royal, the Portage 

Park Eco-Pathfinders and the 
Ancient Forest Alliance. It runs 
from 9:45 a.m. to 2 p.m. Park-
ing is available around the town 
hall, 45 View Royal Ave., and 
volunteers are asked to register 
there before entering the park.

Volunteers are asked to bring 
a refillable water bottle and wear 
a long-sleeved shirt and long 

pants that you don’t mind if they 
get dirty, and closed-toed shoes 
to protect yourself from thorns 
and ticks. The Green Team will 
provide tools, and gloves if you 
don’t bring your own.   

For more information, go 
online to bit.ly/1rYpmNa or call 
Evans at 778-677-9078.
editor@goldstreamgazette.com

Continued from Page A1

Native planting day follows ivy pulls

Don Descoteau/News Gazette staff

Amanda Evans with the Greater Victoria Green Team, inspects a massive English ivy growth 
around a Douglas fir tree in View Royal’s Portage Park.There’s more on line - goldstreamgazette.com
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Goldstream News Gazette readers will 
notice a new section in today’s paper.

Real Estate Victoria has been the mar-
ket leader since 1977, featuring every-
thing about the industry for the Capital 
Regional District: home listings, week-
end Open Houses and useful information 
about purchasing or listing a home for 
sale.

Licensed real estate professionals 
based in your community are featured in 
REV, relaying expert industry knowledge 
on which home sellers and buyers can 
rely. If you find a home featured in REV 
that you’d like to learn more about, just 
contact the real estate professional fea-
tured in the advertisement. To advertise 
a property for sale in REV, please contact 
your local licensed Realtor.

Readers will also enjoy a weekly col-
umn by designer Amy McGeachy, host of 
CHEK TV’s “Trend” program. And there’s 
a chance to win a $10,000 prize package 
courtesy of Dodd’s Furniture and Atlas 
Audio Video.

Traditionally, Real Estate Victoria has 
been available at convenient pick-up 
locations around the region such as real 
estate offices, financial institutions and, 
of course, the Victoria Real Estate Board 
office. It will continue to be offered at 
those favourite locations, plus readers 
can now look for REV every Friday in 
your home-delivered Gazette community 
newspaper.

If you have questions about the new 
publication, contact Real Estate Victoria 
at 250-382-9171 or visit revweekly.com.

editor@goldstreamgazette.com

Revving up
the real estate
marketplace

Students and others 
help to repopulate 
desecrated land 

Arnold Lim
News Gazette staff

Brianne Sleivert’s polka-dotted 
gumboots are firmly entrenched in a 
muddy field off Cecil Blogg Drive in 
Colwood. Next to her, Belmont secondary 
classmate Emmah Langer, wearing pink-

trimmed flower boots, scoops loose dirt 
away with her hands as Sleivert shovels 
out a hole. The two are planting one of 500 
trees to be added at Colwood Creek Park 
as part of the city’s Trees for Tomorrow 
program.

“We like to get involved in community 
and do what we can,” said Sleivert, 17. 
“It’s good because it helps our community 
right by our school.”

Dozens of Belmont students are lined 
up around them in adjacent dirt patches, 
where park staff have prepped the area 
for them to dig, drag, stomp and plant 

hundreds of Douglas fir, cedar, black 
cottonwood and alder trees at the park.

The project, designed to help improve 
the creek habitat and enhance the park, 
is funded in part by a $20,000 provincial 
grant and money from the City of 
Colwood. On the ground it’s receiving help 
from the Victoria Green Team and local 
youth and community volunteers.

Colwood Coun. Cynthia Day said the 
project has been a long time coming.

PLEASE SEE: 
Tree planters, Page A6

Planting trees for tomorrow’s generations

Belmont 
secondary Grade 

12 students 
Emmah Langer, 
left and Brianne 

Sleivert dig a 
hole to plant 

trees at Colwood 
Creek Park as 

part of the Trees 
for Tomorrow 

program funded 
by the province 
and the City of 

Colwood. 
Arnold Lim/News staff
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CALL TODAY:
To arrange your complimentary in-home consultation

250-480-4972   
October 12 - December 19

Save 50%
on regular price

HUNTER 
DOUGLAS 
Wood Blinds and Roller Shade

Parkland 2” wood blinds and Designer 
Screen Shades.

LAMEENA TERRACE
Beautifully � nished spacious condos.

Brad Gregory
(250) 744 3301

John Percy
(250) 508-1551

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday & Sunday 2:00 - 4:00 pm

2655 Sooke Road

Lameenaterrace.com 
Starting at $199,900

Sands gathering 
messages for 
slain Ottawa 
reservist’s family
Angela Cowan
News Gazette staff

In the wake of the tragic shoot-
ing in Ottawa that shook the 
sense of security that all Cana-
dians take for granted, Sands 
Funeral Chapel is encouraging 
the community to come in and 
sign their book of condolences 
for Cpl. Nathan Cirillo’s family. 

“This small gesture will have 
a ripple effect in our small com-
munities,” said Julie Evans, man-
ager of the Colwood Sands loca-
tion.

“Each of us is impacted by the 
death of this soldier.”

The tragedy has brought an 
outpouring of local support and 
sympathy for Cirillo’s family in 
Nova Scotia, the depth of which 
is not diluted despite the vast 
expanse of land between the 
two coasts.  A Canadian was 
killed, and so Canadians mourn.

The book, with its pages 
already filling up with messages 
of gratitude and sympathy, was 
made available to the public 
at Langford and Colwood city 
halls earlier this week. From 
today (Oct. 31) until Nov. 10, the 
book will be available at Sands 
Funeral Chapel, 317 Goldstream 
Ave., Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

Sands has also put together a 
travelling book of condolences 
and will be taking it around the 
West Shore to people who may 
not have the mobility to come 

in and sign. 
Remembrance Day on Nov. 11 

will find the book at the Langford 
Legion, 761 Station Ave., and 
afterwards it will be mailed to 
Cirillo’s family, sending a small 
sliver of the support and sorrow 
the entire country is pouring out 
to them.

“As the world around us 

changes, we see more than 
ever the importance of taking 
a moment and paying tribute 
to those who have served, and 
those who continue to serve 
to protect our rights and free-
doms,” Evans said. “(This) gives 
us an opportunity to unite as 
one with our grief.” 
acowan@goldstreamgazette.com
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“It took 25 years of planning 
to get new trees here,” she 
said. “But it is one of the 
most important assets in our 
municipality, our green spaces. I 
am (also) so happy to see youth 
involved in our community, and 
see a positive way to showcase 
all they contribute.”

Day said the new trees are 

welcomed in an area where 
development once cleared an 
evergreen old growth forest for 
a new golf course. When those 
plans fell through, the top soil 
was scraped up and sold off to 
pay off debt.

Langer hopes the students’ 
efforts can help move the park 
a step closer to what it once 
was. “If I revisit this park in the 
future, I will know I had a part 

in rebuilding this – I can revisit 
this with my children in 20 
years and know this was our 
doing,” she said.

“We wanted to help 
re-establish the environment 
our community lives in. It’s 
improving the environment 
for our school (and) our 
neighbourhood. We planted 500 
trees today and this is great.”
alim@goldstreamgazette.com

Continued from Page A1

Tree planters improve environment

Condolence book available to sign

Angela Cowan/News Gazette staff

Julie Evans, manager of Sands Funeral Chapel, signs a 
memorial book for slain Reservist Cpl. Nathan Cirillo’s family. 
The public are welcome to drop in and sign their condolences 
from now until Nov. 10 at Sands.
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Services
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Fall Wellness Fair

Saturday, November 1st, 10am - 2pm 
Royal Canadian Legion, 761 Station Avenue, Langford

Learn What Senior Services are Available in the West Shore!
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Call Nicole for more info or to arrange transportation to and from the fair: 250-391-9827
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1940 Greatford Place. - Wonderful family home 
located on a quiet lane just steps from Willows 
Beach. This home has undergone a complete and 
through renovation to the highest standard. This 
house has it all! New gourmet kitchen with family 
room, 5 bedrooms including a large master with 
5 piece ensuite, fabulous media room with built 
in cabinets, west facing back yard, great deck, 
greenhouse, and detached garage. The home was 
lifted, new foundation, 8' ceilings offering lots of 
room for a nanny suite.  Offered at $1,495,000
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OAK BAYNEWS

Christine van Reeuwyk
News staff

Enthusiasm abounds around the annual 
Broom Bash, despite the mostly absent Scotch 
broom in Uplands Park.

Scotch broom was eradicated in the park 
through a Girl Guides program in the early 
1990s, explains a co-chair of the Friends of 
Uplands Park that spearheads work in the Oak 
Bay greenspace.

“The Garry oak ecosystems are the natural 
ecosystems of Greater Victoria and they are 
one of the most endangered ecosystems in 
Canada and globally,” said Margaret Lidkea. 

The ecosystem is also culturally important, 
she added, as the original garden for the 
Songhees Nation.

“Our volunteer hours last year allowed 
Parks to apply for a federal grant of almost 
$35,000,” Lidkea said. “Oak Bay Parks was able 
to hire trained people to go into parks and 

remove some of the bigger invasive plants.” 
The annual Oak Bay Broom Bash in Uplands 

Park on Oct. 18 and 19 will focus on the 
smaller remaining invasive plants.

Friends of Uplands Park will work with 
residents and volunteers to hand-remove 
invasive plants alongside the Greater Victoria 
Green Team. 

Christine van Reeuwyk
News staff

A total of 14 people are in 
the race for seven seats at 
the helm of Oak Bay.

Nominations officially 
closed at 4 p.m. Friday for 
those seeking seats in the 
Nov. 15 local election. 

Two Oak Bay residents 
are in the running for mayor, 
incumbent Nils Jensen and 
current Councillor Cairine 
Green. Non-resident David 
Shebib is also running for 
the position of mayor in 
races across Greater Victoria, 
including Oak Bay.

Incumbent councillors 
Michelle Kirby, Tara Ney and 
Kevin Murdoch are running 
along with past council 
member Hazel Braithwaite. 
Also seeking one of the six 
council positions available 
are Tom Croft, Heather 
Holmes, Sigurd Johannesen, 
Jan Mears, Joan Russow, 
Andrew Stinson and Eric 
Zhelka.

The Nov. 15 ballot will 
also include the non-binding 
opinion question: Are you 
in favour of The District of 
Oak Bay being amalgamated 
into a larger regional 
municipality? (answer only 
yes or no).

A baker’s dozen, 13, are 
in the running for nine seats 
as school district trustee 
for Greater Victoria School 
District. Visit election2014.
civicinfo.bc.ca for the list.

Election 
action 
begins

Christine van Reeuwyk/News staff

Friends of Uplands Park Kevin Webber, left, and Margaret Lidkea get ready to pull some invasive plants during the Oct. 18 and 19 event 
where volunteers will work to preserve the Garry Oak ecosystem in the park.

PlEASE SEE: 
Participants can learn to lop, Page A11

Bushwhacking to better Uplands
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Christine van Reeuwyk
News staff

Remedial work could start this week on safety-
compromised sidewalks of York Place. 

District of Oak Bay staff will be in the area to 
do some mitigation work including patching, 
grinding edges to alleviate tripping hazards.

“It’s standard sidewalk maintenance, part 
of routine maintenance,” said Dave Marshall, 
director of engineering in Oak Bay. 

The work comes on the heals of a new study 
residents in the York Place neighbourhood 
commissioned in hopes of getting some new 
pavement.

Brian Malone says the new report, 
commissioned by the neighbourhood, outlines 
areas of health and safety concerns with the 
chunked up sidewalk on their street.

“A new sidewalk every 100 years is not too 
much to ask, I don’t think,” said Malone, who 
believes the walkway to be that old. 

It’s not the first time they’ve approached 
council for upgrades to their road and sidewalk, 
he admits.

“They did come about three years ago … We 
went down and we reviewed it and we consulted 
with our staff, and staff thought we could patch 
it up,” said Coun. Tara Ney. “It looks like those 
patches have fallen away so that there are 
crevices in the sidewalk now.” 

The September report by Dr. Elaine Gallagher, 
of Gerotech Research Associates, says there 
are 23 homes on the street and the damaged 
walkway affects about 45 to 60 people, including 
those who park on that street and walk to nearby 
Oak Bay Avenue for work or shopping.

The report came to a number of conclusions, 
including that the sidewalk should be replaced 
and that foliage blockage bylaws need to be 
better enforced in the area. It found that massive 
repair work or replacement of much of the 
sidewalk is needed to accommodate pedestrian 

needs and safety. 
Residents say they paid $80,800 in taxes 

this year, and merit some attention to their 
infrastructure. That letter was sent to council, 
but had not appeared in an agenda, prior to the 
scheduled maintenance work.

“That letter will come before council and 
council will decide if more needs to be done,” Ney 
said. “It makes me uneasy to hear that someone’s 
feeling nervous about getting out of their house. 
When it comes before council we’ll look at that. I 
would like to see that it gets looked at again.” 

When they brought the issue forward three 
years ago, Malone said, they didn’t get far. Too 
few residents were affected to get a project 
moved up the priority list. “Now it’s got a 
different complexion, a safety issue,” he said. 

“This is one of many, many places in our 
municipally that requires attention,” Ney said. 
“Somehow we have to find a way to prioritize.” 

cvanreeuwyk@oakbaynews.com

York Place sidewalk slides into decay

Robert Warne photo

Residents are concerned about deteriorating 
sidewalks on York Road.

With the broom gone, now volunteers focus 
on demolishing Daphne laurel, European ash and 
especially the throttling English ivy.

“It climbs up the trees and constricts the tree 
growth, it essentially girdles the tree,” said Kevin 
Webber, of the Friends of Uplands Park. 

Rain or shine, the annual Broom Bash runs 
Saturday, Oct. 18 and Sunday, Oct.  

19 from 1 to 4 p.m.
“We want families to come. It’s important to 

connect people with their outdoor areas,” Lidkea 
said. “We want people to bring their friends and 
family but tools as well.” 

Dress appropriately for working among the 
trees and tools such as loppers and saws will be 
put to good use. No experience is necessary, they 
will train on proper removal of the plants. 

cvanreeuwyk@oakbaynews.com
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Participants can learn to lop

So while on income 
assistance I can choose 
housing or food,  
but not both? 

Income assistance of $663.37/month falls well 
short of the average bachelor rent of $695/month.

To voice your support for #endinghomelessness, 
like & share this picture at facebook.com/homeforhope

Beat the winter blues with a weekend 
getaway. Join us for a Taste of the Blues 
at the Westerly Hotel in Courtenay, BC

* Plus Taxes and Gratuities

2 nights accommodation 
4 buffet breakfasts (2 ea)
2 tickets to the Bourbon 
Street Blues Jam
4 concert tickets that 
include

Friday - 7 - 11pm
The "Soul Food" Buffet with the Codi Jazz Duo,
followed by Sam Hurrie / Blues de Fox Band & Dancing

Saturday - 3:30 - 6pm
Bourbon Street Blues Jam Session
7 - 11pm
Cajun Long Table Dinner with the Codi Jazz Duo, 
followed by Alexanders Bluestime Band & Dancing

getaway. Join us for a Taste of the Blues 
Sam Hurrie/
Blues de Fox Band

AlexandersBluestime Band
at the Westerly Hotel in Courtenay, BC

2 nights accommodation 
4 buffet breakfasts (2 ea)

Colin Campbell and
Gary Hodi Jazz Duo

Featuring

Sponsored by:

This
includes

at the

November 7-8th 2014November 7-8th 2014

at theat theat theat theat theat the

* Plus Taxes and Gratuities

DIAGEO

* Plus Taxes and Gratuities

Blues de Fox Band

* Plus Taxes and Gratuities

per person based on
double occupancy

199.99$

Friday: 6:45-11 pm THE BALLROOM

*Plus Taxes and Gratuities

per person based on
double occupancy

Cajun Long Table Dinner with the Colin Campbell and Gary 
Hodi Jazz Duo followed by Sam Hurrie / Blues de Fox Band & 
Dancing

Bourbon Street Blues Jam Session

The “Soul Food” Buff et with Colin Campbell & Gary Hodi Jazz 
Duo followed by Alexanders Bluestime Band and dancing.

Saturday: 6:45-11 pm THE BALLROOM

Saturday: 2- 5pm THE FLYING CANOE PUB

WHY WAIT? WE CAN HELP NOW!
Home & Hospital Visits

COME ON IN FOR
YOUR FREE CONSULTATION!

Walk-In Denture Clinic
Home & Hospital VisitsHappiness is

a beautiful smile! Conrad De Palma 
Denturist

(250) 595-1665
3581 Shelbourne Street

www.walk-indentureclinic.ca

BETTER MEALS
Facilitator of Independent Living


